
!"#$%%&"'()*+,)-."/0(.1)-2,&"133"4-5*)6"4+6+47+0" "%"

PERFORMANCE TASK SAMPLE 
Social Studies 
Grade 11 
 
 
 
A South Sudanese Constitution 
The new nation of South Sudan has called upon citizens of the world’s democracies to 
share the challenges that their own founding citizens faced in creating a country, and to 
recommend ways in which the South Sudanese might apply these lessons learned. 
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A South Sudanese Constitution 
 
 
 
Principal SS competency assessed:  
 

Construct Sound Arguments 
!"#$%#&'%'()(&'%*+&*,-./+&.%#0+-1%2/.1+"/*#,3%(*+&+4/*3%#&'%*-""(&15'#6%(7(&1.3%
0#.('%/&%,+8/*#,%12/&9/&8%#&'%:+$(")-,%#&'%.-))/*/(&1%#&'%#::"+:"/#1(%(7/'(&*(;%
 
%
%

Additional SS competencies assessed: 
%
!"#"$%&'()*"+&+"*,*-%).',)/'0#,$1,*-%).'
<&#,6=(%'#1#%#&'%.+-"*(.3%'(7(,+:%:+$(")-,%4+'(,.3%#&'%'(7(,+:%/&./821)-,%*+&*,-./+&.%
#0+-1%2/.1+"/*#,%(7(&1.3%$/12/&%12(%*+&1(>1%+)%+-"%*+4:,(>3%/&1("'(:(&'(&1%$+",';%%
%
2%331)-4,*"'
?+44-&/*#1(%2/.1+"/*#,%#&'%(*+&+4/*%/&)+"4#1/+&%#&'%/'(#.%*,(#",6%#&'%())(*1/7(,63%
#'@-.1/&8%1+%#''"(..%'/))("(&1%#-'/(&*(.%#&'%:-":+.(.;%
%
2%)*+-51*"'
A+"9%())(*1/7(,6%#.%#&%/&'/7/'-#,3%#%4(40("%+)%#%1(#43%#&'%#%4(40("%+)%.+*/(16%1+%
0-/,'%*+44-&/1/(.%12#1%.-::+"1%#%.2#"('%*+44/14(&1%1+%(>*(,,(&*(%/&%/&B-/"63%#&#,6./.3%
/&1(":"(1#1/+&3%#&'%*+44-&/*#1/+&C%#&'%1+%0-/,'%#%0(11("%.+*/(16;%"
%
6"$789.."..',)/'6"$789/:1.*'
D"+5#*1/7(,6%.((9%)(('0#*93%#..(..%:"+8"(..%#&'%:(")+"4#&*(%#,,%#,+&8%12(%$#63%#&'%
4#9(%1/4(,6%#&'%#::"+:"/#1(%#'@-.14(&1.3%0#.('%+&%8#:.%0(1$((&%8+#,.%#&'%"(.-,1.;%
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New York State Standards addressed and assessed at a major level: 
 
6*,)/,+/';<'=">'(/",';'
E2(%.1-'6%+)%F($%G+"9%H1#1(%#&'%I&/1('%H1#1(.%2/.1+"6%"(B-/"(.%#&%#&#,6./.%+)%12(%'(7(,+:4(&1%
+)%<4("/*#&%*-,1-"(3%/1.%'/7("./16%#&'%4-,1/*-,1-"#,%*+&1(>13%#&'%12(%$#6.%:(+:,(%#"(%-&/)/('%06%
4#&6%7#,-(.3%:"#*1/*(.3%#&'%1"#'/1/+&.;%
9,)+4:+0-1)+;"

• -,)+4<4+)")*+"-0+16&"713(+6&"1,0"=+3-+>6".2,)1-,+0"-,")*+"?+.3141)-2,"2>"9,0+<+,0+,.+"

1,0")*+"@+A"B24C"D)1)+"E2,6)-)()-2,"1,0"F,-)+0"D)1)+6"E2,6)-)()-2,&"G-33"2>"H-5*)6&"

1,0"2)*+4"-:<24)1,)"*-6)24-.13"02.(:+,)6"

'
6*,)/,+/';<'=">'(/",'?'
J4:+"1#&1%/'(#.3%.+*/#,%#&'%*-,1-"#,%7#,-(.3%0(,/().3%#&'%1"#'/1/+&.%)"+4%F($%G+"9%H1#1(%#&'%
I&/1('%H1#1(.%2/.1+"6%/,,-.1"#1(%12(%*+&&(*1/+&.%#&'%/&1("#*1/+&.%+)%:(+:,(%#&'%(7(&1.%#*"+..%
1/4(%#&'%)"+4%#%7#"/(16%+)%:(".:(*1/7(.;%
9,)+4:+0-1)+;"

• 1,13IJ+")*+"423+"<31I+0"=I")*+"F,-)+0"D)1)+6"-,"-,)+4,1)-2,13"<23-)-.6&"<16)"1,0"

<4+6+,)'
'
6*,)/,+/'?<'=">'(/",'@A""
E2(%.9/,,.%+)%2/.1+"/*#,%#&#,6./.%/&*,-'(%12(%#0/,/16%1+%/&7(.1/8#1(%'/))("/&8%#&'%*+4:(1/&8%
/&1(":"(1#1/+&.%+)%12(%12(+"/(.%+)%2/.1+"63%26:+12(./=(%#0+-1%$26%/&1(":"(1#1/+&.%*2#&8(%+7("%
1/4(3%(>:,#/&%12(%/4:+"1#&*(%+)%2/.1+"/*#,%(7/'(&*(3%#&'%-&'(".1#&'%12(%*+&*(:1.%+)%*2#&8(%
#&'%*+&1/&-/16%+7("%1/4(;%
9,)+4:+0-1)+;"

• -,7+6)-51)+"-:<24)1,)"+7+,)6"1,0"0+7+32<:+,)6"-,"A2430"*-6)24I"=I"<26-,5"

1,13I)-.13"K(+6)-2,6&"6+3+.)-,5"4+3+71,)"01)1&"0-6)-,5(-6*-,5">1.)">42:"2<-,-2,&"

*I<2)*+6-J-,5".1(6+L1,0L+>>+.)"4+31)-2,6*-<6&")+6)-,5")*+6+"*I<2)*+6+6&"1,0">24:-,5"

.2,.3(6-2,6'
'

6*,)/,+/'B<'=">'(/",';'
E2(%.1-'6%+)%*/7/*.3%*/1/=(&.2/:3%#&'%8+7("&4(&1%/&7+,7(.%,(#"&/&8%#0+-1%:+,/1/*#,%.6.1(4.C%12(%
:-":+.(.%+)%8+7("&4(&1%#&'%*/7/*%,/)(C%#&'%12(%'/))("/&8%#..-4:1/+&.%2(,'%06%:(+:,(%#*"+..%
1/4(%#&'%:,#*(%"(8#"'/&8%:+$("3%#-12+"/163%8+7("&#&*(3%#&'%,#$;!
9,)+4:+0-1)+;"

• 1,13IJ+"*2A")*+"713(+6"2>"1",1)-2,"1>>+.)")*+"5(141,)++"2>"*(:1,"4-5*)6"1,0":1C+"

<427-6-2,6">24"*(:1,",++06!
• .2,6-0+4")*+",1)(4+"1,0"+723()-2,"2>".2,6)-)()-2,13"0+:2.41.-+6!
• +M<324+")*+"4-5*)6"2>".-)-J+,6"-,"2)*+4"<14)6"2>")*+"*+:-6<*+4+"1,0"0+)+4:-,+"*2A"

)*+I"14+"6-:-314")2"1,0"0->>+4+,)">42:")*+"4-5*)6"2>"':+4-.1,".-)-J+,6!
"

6*,)/,+/'B<'=">'(/",'C'
?(&1"#,%1+%*/7/*.%#&'%*/1/=(&.2/:%/.%#&%-&'(".1#&'/&8%+)%12(%"+,(.%+)%12(%*/1/=(&%$/12/&%<4("/*#&%
*+&.1/1-1/+&#,%'(4+*"#*6%#&'%12(%.*+:(%+)%#%*/1/=(&K.%"/821.%#&'%"(.:+&./0/,/1/(.;%
9,)+4:+0-1)+%

• +M<31-,"A*1)".-)-J+,6*-<":+1,6"-,"1"0+:2.41)-."62.-+)I&"*2A".-)-J+,6*-<"-6"0+>-,+0"-,"

)*+"E2,6)-)()-2,"1,0"2)*+4"31A6"2>")*+"31,0&"1,0"*2A")*+"0+>-,-)-2,"2>".-)-J+,6*-<"*16"

.*1,5+0"-,")*+"F,-)+0"D)1)+6"1,0"@+A"B24C"D)1)+"27+4")-:+%
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• (,0+46)1,0")*1)")*+"':+4-.1,"3+513"1,0"<23-)-.13"6I6)+:6"5(141,)++"1,0"<42)+.)")*+"

4-5*)6"2>".-)-J+,6"1,0"166(:+")*1)".-)-J+,6"A-33"*230"1,0"+M+4.-6+".+4)1-,".-7-."713(+6"

1,0">(3>-33".+4)1-,".-7-."4+6<2,6-=-3-)-+6%
• 0-6.(66")*+"423+"2>"1,"-,>24:+0".-)-J+,"-,")201IO6".*1,5-,5"A2430"

"

6%4-,$'6*1/-".'6D-$$.A'
EF-)D-)G'6D-$$.'H2F,+*'9I'
99P""F6-,5"-,>24:1)-2,"

H1-'(&1.%.2#,,%0(%#0,(%1+L%
• 6.4()-,-J+"<266-=3+".2,6+K(+,.+6"2>"13)+4,1)-7+".2(46+6"2>"1.)-2,"=I"+713(1)-,5")*+:"

-,"3-5*)"2>"=16-."713(+6&"3-6)-,5"145(:+,)6">24"1,0"151-,6)"6(.*"<42<26136&"1,0"

6+3+.)-,5".2(46+6"2>"1.)-2,":26)"3-C+3I")2"1.*-+7+"52136"

• 4+7-6+"5+,+413-J1)-2,6"-,")*+"3-5*)"2>",+A"01)1"

999P""Q4+6+,)-,5"-,>24:1)-2,"

H1-'(&1.%.2#,,%0(%#0,(%1+L%
• A4-)+"-,"1,"+M<26-)24I"A1I"=I"

o >24:-,5"5+,+413-J1)-2,6"=16+0"2,"1<<42<4-1)+"01)1"

o 6(<<24)-,5"6(.*"5+,+413-J1)-2,6")*42(5*")*+"(6+"2>"4+3+71,)">1.)(13"01)1"

o (6-,5"0->>+4+,)">24:6"2>"A4-))+,"+M<26-)-2,;""-,7+6)-51)-7+&"-,>24:1)-7+&"

-,)+4<4+)-7+&",+G13")*,*-#""
'
EF-)D-)G'6*+,*"G-".'H2F,+*'JI'
9P""R*+"6)(0+,)"A-33"=+"1=3+")2">-,0"<42=3+:6P"

E2(%.1-'(&1%$/,,L%
• 41-6+"K(+6)-2,6"4+31)+0")2"1"<42=3+:"

o 5+,+41)+"-0+16"1,0"K(+6)-2,6"A*-.*"6*2A"24-5-,13-)I&">3+M-=-3-)I&"1,0"

-,7+,)-7+,+66"

• (6+"*-5*+4"3+7+3")*-,C-,5"6C-336"2>".2:<4+*+,6-2,&"1,13I6-6&"6I,)*+6-6&"1,0"+713(1)-2,"

o +6)1=3-6*"1",+)A24C"2>"4+31)+0">1.)6"1,0".2,.+<)6"

o 4+1.*"62:+")+,)1)-7+".2,.3(6-2,6"24"*I<2)*+6+6"

99P""R*+"6)(0+,)"A-33"=+"1=3+")2"6237+"<42=3+:6"A*-.*"14+"+-)*+4"<4+6+,)+0"=I")*+")+1.*+4"24"

A*-.*"14+"-0+,)->-+0"=I")*+"6)(0+,)P"

E2(%.1-'(&1%$/,,L%
• 2451,-J+"1,0"(6+"01)1"=I"

o 6.4()-,-J-,5"<266-=3+".2,6+K(+,.+6"2>"13)+4,1)-7+".2(46+6"2>"1.)-2,&"=I"

+713(1)-,5")*+:"-,"3-5*)"2>"=16-."713(+6&"3-6)-,5"145(:+,)6">24"1,0"151-,6)"

6(.*"<42<26136&"1,0"6+3+.)-,5".2(46+6"2>"1.)-2,":26)"3-C+3I")2"1.*-+7+"52136"

• 0+7+32<"1"<420(.)"24".2,.3(6-2,"A*-.*"6(::14-J+6")*+"-,>24:1)-2,"1,0".1,"=+"

6*14+0"-,"A4-)-,5"

9SP""R*+"6)(0+,)"A-33"=+"1=3+")2".2::(,-.1)+"24133I&"7-6(133I&"1,0T24"-,"A4-)-,5")*+"4+6(3)6"2>"

)*+"<42=3+:L>-,0-,5T6237-,5"+>>24)P"

E2(%.1-'(&1%$/,,L%
• (6+"0->>+4+,)">24:6"2>"A4-))+,"+M<4+66-2,;""-,7+6)-51)-7+T-,>24:1)-7+&"-,)+4<4+)-7+&"

145(:+,)1)-7+&",1441)-7+&"1,0"0+6.4-<)-7+"=I"

o )*-,C-,5".4+1)-7+3I"

o .2::(,-.1)-,5"-0+16".2*+4+,)3I"

o >24:-,5"5+,+413-J1)-2,6"=16+0"2,"1<<42<4-1)+"01)1"

o 6(<<24)-,5"6(.*"5+,+413-J1)-2,6")*42(5*")*+"(6+"2>"4+3+71,)">1.)(13"

-,>24:1)-2,"
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'

"""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""""" '
'
'
A Constitution for South Sudan'
Student assignment sheet 
 
Background: 
?(4-,5"2(4">2(,0-,5"<+4-20&"+143I"':+4-.1,6"6)4(553+0")*42(5*")*+"1<<421.*")2"0+:2.41.IP"

E-)-J+,6"-,"2(4".232,-+6"1,0")*+,"-,"2(4",1)-2,"0+=1)+0"32,5"1,0"*140&".4+1)-,5")*+"

?+.3141)-2,"2>"9,0+<+,0+,.+&")*+"'4)-.3+6"2>"E2,>+0+41)-2,&")*+"E2,6)-)()-2,&"1,0")*+"G-33"2>"

H-5*)6P""'33"2>")*+6+"02.(:+,)6"<31I+0"-:<24)1,)"423+6"-,"2(4"+143I"*-6)24I&"1,0"133"2>")*+:"

A+4+")*+"4+6(3)"2>"-:<24)1,)".2:<42:-6+6P"

"

R201I&")*+".-)-J+,6"2>")*+"H+<(=3-."2>"D2()*"D(01,&")*+",+A+6)".2(,)4I"-,")*+"A2430&">1.+"

6-:-314".*133+,5+6P""'>)+4">->)I"I+146"2>"A14&":24+")*1,"VWX"2>")*+"<+2<3+"2>"D2()*"D(01,"

72)+0")2"0+.314+")*+-4".2(,)4IO6"-,0+<+,0+,.+">42:"D(01,P""@2A&")*+".2(,)4I",++06")2"

0+7+32<"-)6"527+4,:+,)P""Y2A".1,")*+"+143I"+M<+4-+,.+"2>")*+"F,-)+0"D)1)+6"*+3<")*+"D2()*"

D(01,+6+Z"

"
Your task: 
R*+"@1)-2,13"[+5-631)-7+"'66+:=3I"2>"D2()*"D(01,"*16"-,7-)+0")*+".-)-J+,6"2>"0+:2.41)-."

.2(,)4-+6")2"6*14+")*+-4"(,0+46)1,0-,5"2>")*+"0->>-.(3)".*2-.+6")*1)")*+-4"2A,"527+4,:+,)6"

:10+"-,")*+"<16)P""R*+6+"3+5-631)246"14+"<14)-.(3143I"-,)+4+6)+0"-,")*+"145(:+,)6")*1)"2(4"

>2(,0+46"*10&"1,0")*+"A1I6")*+I"4+6237+0")*+:P""R*+I"14+"1362"*2<-,5")*1)"A+":-5*)"107-6+"

)*+:"1=2()"*2A")*+I"6*2(30"4+6237+"6-:-314"-66(+6P"""

"

B2(4">-46)")16C"-6")2"-,>24:")*+:"2>"2,+"C+I"-66(+")*1)".1(6+0"0-6154++:+,)"0(4-,5"2(4"

>2(,0-,5"<+4-20"1,0"+M<31-,"*2A"-)"A16"4+6237+0P"B2(4"6+.2,0")16C"-6")2"107-6+")*+"D2()*"

D(01,+6+"2,"*2A")*+I"6*2(30"1<<3I")*+"3+662,6"3+14,+0">42:")*1)"0-6.(66-2,")2")*+-4"2A,"

.2(,)4IP""B2(":1I".*226+")2"<4+6+,)")*-6"145(:+,)"-,"1,I"2>")*+6+"A1I6;"

• -,"1"A4-))+,"<26-)-2,"<1<+4"

• 16"1">24:13"3+))+4")2")*+"@1)-2,13"[+5-631)-7+"'66+:=3I"

• -,"1,2)*+4">24:1)")*1)"4+6<+.)6")*+"6+4-2(6,+66"2>")*-6"A24C"
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A Constitution for South Sudan 
 
Teaching Notes 
 
These notes contain a high level of detail, in an effort to clarify one way in which this performance 
task might unfold. Along with guiding the assessment itself, they integrate learning activities 
that prepare students for the assessment task.  Students who have not yet mastered the 
competency of developing a powerful argument will find these activities helpful. Teachers are 
welcome to either follow these steps or create their own structures for teaching and assessment. 
 
 
Part 1, a learning activity:   
Students read and analyze background information on South Sudan. (see page 11) 
 

• Independently, students engage in a close-read of the fact page on South Sudan, 
considering the questions: 

o What similarities do you see between the early days of America and the 
early days of South Sudan? 

o What questions must you consider as you wonder about the 
establishment of successful government in South Sudan? 

 
 
Part 2, a bridging activity: 
Working in small groups, students use learning materials from this unit to create a fact sheet on 
colonial and early America, using a similar format as the South Sudan fact sheet.  (NOTE:  This 
should not take more than one period, as this is a culling of information from unit learning) 
 

• Divide the class into small groups, explaining that each group will create a one to 
two page fact sheet about the United States in its early days. (Alternatively, this 
can be done as homework) 
 

• Groups briefly present their fact sheets in a gallery walk, where other students 
will use post-its to offer suggestions and commendations about the material 
included.   
 

• After the gallery walk, groups convene and make revisions and adjustments to 
their fact sheet, then ensure that each individual has a copy of this fact sheet. 
 
 

 
Part 3, the performance task itself: 
Students develop and present their argument. 
 

• Explain that the task now is to use knowledge of America’s founding to inform 
South Sudan of one key issue causing tension and disagreement, including the 
results, and then apply that issue in constructing an argument advising South 
Sudan of next steps for the good of their own country. 
 

• Allow time for additional research, analysis, and revision throughout the 
performance task itself, as students determine this need for their own argument 
construction. 
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Part 5, learning from the assessment: 
Students reflect on their work and make note of potential gaps in final argument, considering 
possible revisions. 
 

• Students share their arguments with the class.  Some options: 
o Silent gallery walk in which they look at posters of the work 
o Small group jigsaw activity, with full class share-out to wrap up 

 
• Ask students to reflect on the process taken to develop the information and 

argument presented, considering the following questions: 
o What process did you take in reaching your conclusions?   
o How did you fill in the gaps in your understanding? 
o As you reached stumbling blocks in either your research or your 

argument construction, what steps did you take to resolve these issues? 
o Are there gaps in your final argument?  How would you revise your 

argument to ensure that it is tight? 
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Possible Learning Activities:  
 
These activities might form the heart of the Stage 3 learning plan, to help students build 
background knowledge and skill, deepen their understanding of effective arguments, and practice 
the kind of writing and/or speaking that they will require for their assessment. 
 

• Read and analyze excerpts from US founding documents, looking for trends 
 

• Read and analyze primary sources that illustrate important arguments that arose, 
e.g. representation in Congress 

 
• Compare and contrast the ideas contained in the founding documents, 

particularly changes made between the Articles of Confederation and the 
Constitution. Make a one-page summary of laws that existed at our founding (e.g. 
women could not vote, no direct election of Senate, etc.) and ask students to 
research the initial reasoning, the ultimate changes in the laws, and the reasoning 
behind the changes 
 

• Thinking and re-thinking around the question “Does the US government make 
the grade?” critically considering the ideas of the founding documents as they 
impact everyday life in the US 

 
• Socratic Seminar on the idea of “inalienable rights” and what those might be or 

whether they might change over time and under different world circumstances 
 

• Read one or more articles about the history and founding of South Sudan, 
comparing and contrasting its story to that of the US. Write short explanations of 
an event or an idea, focusing on clarity and effective organization. 
 

• Using knowledge of South Sudan’s history and founding, construct a t-chart of 
“South Sudan needs…” vs. “South Sudan does NOT need…” 

 
• Thinking and re-thinking around the question “What is a powerful argument?” 

Students might begin a class list, then refine it after each reading, writing, or 
discussion, based on new understanding. 

 
 

• Read multiple short texts that contain arguments, including some strong 
arguments and some weak arguments, with analysis. 

 
• Point/Counter-point: have two students assume opposing positions on an issue, 

then present them.  Classmates listen to both and discuss how to develop an 
argument that takes a position but accounts for the other opinion.  

 
• Practice using one set of understandings to address a new question, such as 

applying the various ideas debated by the earliest patriots to the development of 
the Constitution.  Provide or guide the use of graphic organizers for organizing 
information and drawing conclusions. 

 
• (Also, the learning activities detailed in the “Teacher Notes” to the performance 

task.) 
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Ideas for Differentiation  
(the beginnings of a list) 
 

• differentiate by reading level in the choice of texts assigned to individual 
students 
 

• support students in choosing an appropriate mode for sharing their argument 
(see the student assignment sheet for possible modes) 

 
• to extend this unit into the realm of research, have students develop a search 

strategy, then search for key information about South Sudan.  Students might 
work in groups for this research, with different groups responsible for finding 
different kinds of information. 

 
• integrate additional visual texts of various sorts, including videos, photographs, 

and/or charts and graphs, particularly to help students visualize what life is like 
in South Sudan 

 
• support English language learners by including vocabulary keys for more 

challenging texts or offering simplified versions 
 

• consider providing graphic organizers for students who are having difficulty 
organizing information or drawing connections between the founding debates of 
the US and the current-day situation in South Sudan 

 
• South Sudan already has a constitution.  Students who have mastered key 

competencies might extend their learning by reading excerpt of this constitution 
and comparing/contrasting the South Sudanese case with our own. 
 

• to extend this unit to a more global view of the issues, have students research 
instances where the US has intervened in the forming of government for new or 
developing nations, considering the question “Is the US ideal of government 
transferable to all nations?”, and construct a related argument 
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